
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY                                 Beethoven/Chesterton 

Quasi Allegretto 
 

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 
 

WELCOME 
 

MINUTE FOR SOUPER BOWL OF CARING     Andrew Bratton 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP                                        

 One: Gather this day in silence and hope. 

 All: We wait for God’s word for us. 
 One: Let your hearts and spirits be open. 

 All: God is our strength and salvation. 

 One: Wait patiently for the Lord. 

 All: With willing hearts and spirits we wait for the Lord.  

  Amen. 
   

* HYMN             God Is Calling through the Whisper            Wilbur Lee 

God is calling through the whisper of the Spirit’s deepest sighs, 

Through the thrill of sudden beauties that can catch us by surprise. 

Flash of lightening, crash of thunder;  

Hush of stillness, rush of wonder: 

God is calling-can you hear? God is calling-can you hear? 
 

God is calling through the voices of our neighbors’ urgent prayers, 

Through their longing for redemption and for rescue from despair. 

Place of hurt or face of needing; strident cry or silent pleading: 

God is calling-can you hear? God is calling-can you hear? 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of love and mercy, be with us this day. We have faltered in 

our service to you. We create divisions between various people; we 

judge before we listen; we condemn before we make any attempt 

to understand. Our lives are in turmoil and we confess that we 

have turned away from you.  It is fear and anger that too often 

surrounds us and our actions become based on those fears and 

anger. Slow us down, Lord. Give us hearts overflowing with grace 

and compassion. Help us to mirror Jesus who loved and healed 

others who were rejected by “polite” society. Remind us that we 

are called to be strong voices of hope for those who feel alienated 

and lost; we are called to be a home to strangers; to quench thirst 

and to give nourishment; to welcome and bring words of hope. 

Forgive us when we have forgotten these things. In Jesus’ Name, 

we pray.  Amen.               (Silent Reflection) 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                          Jacques Berthier  

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.  

When I call, answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, Hear my prayer. 

 Come and listen to me. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

* GLORIA PATRI     

                                                            

* PASSING OF THE PEACE      
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                         Kelly Hickey 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Ephesians 1:15-23 

    Mark 1:29-39 
 

SERMON              “Making Sense of Prayer”            Rev. Nick Cheek 
 

ANTHEM                                Still                               Reuben Morgan 

John Michael Osteen, Baritone Solo 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

* HYMN                What a Friend We Have in Jesus               CONVERSE 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 

* BENEDICTION  
 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                 CONVERSE 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 
 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY                                     Haydn/Chesterton 

Classical Postlude 

 
* Please stand as you are able 

 

 
 



All music is reprinted with permission: OneLicense.net#A-711301. 
 

Special thanks to Denise Lynch, guest organist, for sharing her musical 

talents with us this morning. 
 

 

Youth will meet temporarily via Zoom on Sunday evenings. 
Middle School 5:00-5:45 p.m. 

Senior High 6:00-6:45 p.m. 

An email will be sent to parents each week with the Zoom 

link. Please contact Taylor with any questions or if you 

have any problems connecting to Zoom. 

 
 

Valentine Treats for FPC Children & Youth 

(Preschool – High School) 

Sunday, February 14 

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Next Sunday, FPC children, youth and families are 

invited to drive under the awning at the FPC Preschool 

entrance to pickup Valentines treats. 

 
Nick is offering a “Noon-Zoom” book study beginning 

Thursday, February 25. The study will be on the book, 

Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a 

Controversial Rabbi, by Amy-Jill Levine. Levine is a 

University Professor of New Testament and Jewish 

studies and Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish 

Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and Department of 

Jewish Studies. To sign up, please email Shirley at 

shirley@fpcsumter.org. You can find the book on 

Amazon or Cokesbury. If you would like the office to 

order it for you, please let us know.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 7, 2021 
 

 

 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Levine Cancer Hospital (Charlotte): Ceasie Myers Johnson 

Home:  Laura Woodrum Hornsby (Glenn Woodrum’s daughter),  

John Dickey, David McInnis, Sr., David R. Brown, Bill Scobee, 

Tiny Owens, Serena Davell (Marie Mills’ Sister), 
Charles King (Greg King’s Father) 

 

West Chester, NY: Rhodes Danner (Pam George’s Nephew) 
 

Austin, TX: Robert Cain (George Cain’s Father) 
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